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SOCIAL STUDIES 30-1  
 

Released Multiple Choice Questions (2014 and 2016) 

 

 
  

Visit www.rtdlearning.com for links to websites providing additional 
Multiple Choice practice questions.   

http://www.rtdlearning.com/
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1. 

2. 

3. 

The writer of this commentary express the belief that to 
be successful, entrepreneurs must: 

4. 5. The writer would most strongly oppose a decision by a 
Canadian government to: 

Use the following information to answer questions 4 and 5 
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7. 

6. 

A Comparison of Economic Policies 
 Country I Country II Country III Country IV 
Ownership of 
means of 
production  

The state owns most utilities 
and some resource-based 
industries.  Manufacturing 
and retail services are 
privately operated.  

The state owns all means of 
production, with the 
exception of a small number 
of privately owned 
enterprises in the agricultural 
sector.   

Private owners control most 
means of production.  

The state owns some public 
utilities and several 
transportation services.  The 
remainder of the economy is 
dominated by the private 
sector.   

Provision of 
health care 
and education  

Universal health services are 
provided by the state with no 
direct fees.  All education 
(primary through university) 
is provided by the state with 
minimal user fees.   

Heath care and education 
services are owned and 
operated by the state, with 
equal access for all citizens.   

Most citizens purchase health 
care services in a competitive 
marketplace.  Public 
education is universally 
available, but private schools 
are commonplace.   

Universal health care is 
provided in a state-controlled 
system; however there are 
some private for-profit 
services.  Education to the 
end of high school is offered 
in a publicly funded system.  

Provision of 
social-
security 
benefits 

Extensive support is offered 
universally for children and 
seniors.  Working-age people 
receive support based on 
need.   

The state offers all citizens 
financial support, including 
child benefits and seniors’ 
pensions.   

Government offers some 
financial support, including 
very modest state pensions, 
to citizens.  Financial support 
is provided for the 
unemployed.   

State-funded social programs 
include a universal pension 
plan.  Other support, such as 
child benefit, is provided on 
the basis of need.   

Regulation of 
market 
activities  

The government operates 
agencies to ensure consumer, 
worker, and environmental 
protection.   

Government agencies make 
most marketplace decisions.   

Government agencies 
monitor the marketplace and 
enforce regulations.   

Government agencies 
enforce regulations 
concerning product and 
workplace safety and 
environmental protection.   

 

Use the following information to answer questions 6 to 9 

8. 

9. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 10 and 11 

10. 

11. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 12 and 13 

12. 

13. 
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During the 1930s many Canadian politicians feared 
the growing influence of communism in Canada, 
Prime Minister R.B. Bennett implored all Canadians 
to “put the iron heel of ruthlessness” against the 
threat of communism.   

Ironically, some saw Bennett as the reason why so 
many Canadians were attracted to communism.  In 
part because of his government’s ineffective policies, 
by 1933, one in every four Canadian workers was 
jobless, and those with jobs were often exploited.   

The left-wing mayor of a southern Alberta mining 
town stated that “the Communists in Canada were 
made by Bennett”.  The mayor claimed that in 1929 
there were no communists left because everyone was 
prosperous and well fed, but a few years later the 
communists’ call for working-class dignity and 
equality made their ideas attractive.   

Source II 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

This marks the end of the 
review questions on Economic 

Systems. 

Use the following information to answer questions 14 to 17 
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Questions 20 to 25 are composed of statements each describing a political action.  For each action, 
decide whether, historically, the action has been regarded as: 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 26 to 29 

Planning Notes for a Writing Assignment 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 30 and 31 

30. 

31. 
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32. 

33. 

34. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 35 to 37 

35. 

36. 

37. 
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38. 

39. 

40. 

Use the following information to answer questions 38 to 40 
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Use the following information to answer questions 41 to 45 

Not all citizens have the ability to contribute to political decision making in a productive way.  If all citizens were involved, government might 
end up being directed by an emotional mass.  The right to vote should be limited by law.  Otherwise, direct democracy might result in what 
has been called a “dictatorship of the uniformed”.   

Speaker I 

The individual citizen is inherently more important than the group and democracy would function better if individuals showed more respect 
for the freedom of others.  Justice and the protection of freedom must originate from constitutional guarantees.  Individual rights must be 
protected within the larger society by legislation and group consensus.   

Speaker II 

Most individuals do not expect to have much influence over the government decisions that affect society as a whole.  Often, only those who 
show success in business and in acquiring property and wealth actively participate in the democratic political process.  However, ensuring that 
individual rights are respected must remain a central aim of government.     

Speaker III 

Society is composed of individuals who agree to sacrifice some personal freedom in order to maintain order and stability.  However, each 
individual should have an equal voice in political decision making, especially when important issues confronting society as a whole are being 
debated.  Having an equal voice in the democratic process must be guaranteed.  This right must be considered sacred in democratic systems.       

Speaker IV 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 46 to 49 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

Alberta’s Sterilization History 
In Alberta, beginning in the early 1900s, many people campaigned for 
the passage of legislation that would require mental-health testing 
before the provision of marriage licenses. Influenced by the 
international eugenics1 movement, backed by genetic theory at the 
time, promoted by influential citizens, and fueled by racist sentiments, 
these initial calls for mental-health testing soon became demands for 
sterilization. In March 1928, Alberta’s Sexual Sterilization Act was 
passed. By 1929, the Eugenics Board of Alberta began determining 
which Alberta citizens should be prevented from procreating. The only 
other Canadian province to pass legislation authorizing involuntary 
sterilization was British Columbia. British Columbia, however, appears 
to have had a much less aggressive program than Alberta’s. Between 
1929 and 1972, over 2 800 Albertans were sterilized, many without 
their knowledge or consent. 
1an attempt to improve the human race by restricting who is able to 
reproduce   

Source I 
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Use the following information to answer questions 50 to 53 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 54 to 56 

54. 

55. 

56. 
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Use the following information to answer questions 57 to 60 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 
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Answer Key 

Question # in 
document 

Key  Question # in 
document 

Key 

1 C  31 C 
2 B  32 C 
3 B  33 D 
4 C  34 C 
5 B  35 D 
6 A  36 C 
7 C  37 D 
8 B  38 A 
9 B  39 D 
10 C  40 C 
11 D  41 D 
12 A  42 B 
13 B  43 B 
14 A  44 A 
15 B  45 A 
16 D  46 D 
17 A  47 D 
18 C  48 A 
19 C  49 B 
20 D  50 D 
21 A  51 B 
22 A  52 D 
23 D  53 D 
24 C  54 C 
25 B  55 D 
26 D  56 B 
27 C  57 C 
28 B  58 B 
29 C  59 C 
30 B  60 B 
 


